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S-4084.1

SENATE BI LL 6500

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Wod

Read first tinme 01/20/98. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to a scenic byways designation program anendi ng
RCW 47.39. 010, 47.39.030, and 47.39.060; and adding new sections to
chapter 47.39 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA47.39.010 and 1967 ex.s. ¢ 85 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

There is hereby created a scenic and recreational highway system
H ghways in this systemshall be devel oped and mai ntai ned i n accor dance
Wi th general standards for state hi ghways of conparabl e classification
and usage.

Recogni zing that the Internpdal Surface Transportation Efficiency

Act of 1991 establishes a national "scenic byway" programthat could

benefit state and |ocal roadways, a Washington state scenic byway

desi gnation program is created. Byways in this program nust be

desi gnat ed and mai ntained i n accordance with the criteria devel oped by

the departnent under this chapter. However, a highway so desi gnat ed

under section 4 of this act does not becone part of the scenic and

recreational highway system unl ess approved by the |eqgislature.
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Sec. 2. RCWA47.39.030 and 1984 ¢ 7 s 207 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall pay fromnotor vehicle funds appropriated
for construction of state highways, the follow ng costs of devel opi ng
and constructing scenic and recreational highways: (a) Acquisition of
the right of way necessary for state hi ghway purposes; (b) construction
of the portion of the highway designed primarily for notor vehicle
travel; (c) exit and entrance roadways providing access to scenic
observation points; (d) safety rest areas; (e) roadside |andscaping
within the portion of the highway right of way acquired by the
departnment for state highway purposes; (f) the uniform signs and
mar kers designating the various features and facilities of the scenic
and recreational highways; and (g) any additional costs of constructing
and devel opi ng t he sceni c and recreational highways, including property
acqui sition adjacent to highways as authorized by RCW 47.12. 250, for
which the departnent shall receive reinbursenent from the federa
governnent or any other source.

(2) The parks and recreation conm ssion shall pay the costs of
devel opi ng and constructing the scenic and recreational highways not
provided for in subsection (1) of this section from any funds
appropriated for such purposes.

(3) The costs of mamintaining the scenic and recreational highway
system shall be allocated between the department and the parks and
recreation commssion in the sane manner that costs of devel opi ng and
constructing such hi ghways are allocated in subsections (1) and (2) of
this section.

(4) The city, town, county, regional transportation planning
organi zation, federal agency, federally recognized tribe, or any other
such party that nom nates a roadway not | ocated on a state-owned right
of way for designation as a scenic byway shall bear all costs relating
to the nomnation and designation of the byway, such as costs for
devel oping, maintaining, planning, designing, and constructing the
sceni c _byway.

Sec. 3. RCWA47.39.060 and 1984 ¢ 7 s 209 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent and the parks and recreati on conm ssion shall on any
maps, or in any rel evant descriptive material they may prepare at state
expense, include reference to those portions of highways designated in
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RCW 47.39. 020 and may include those designated byways by appropriate
col or or code designation

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 47.39 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment, in consultation with the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, the departnent of natural
resources, the parks and recreation conm ssion, affected cities, towns,
and counties, federally recognized tribes, regional transportation
pl anni ng organi zations, state-w de bicycling organizations, and ot her
interested parties, shall develop by Decenber 31, 1998, criteria for
assessing scenic byways and local and regional byways and an
appropriate nethod of nom nation and application for the designation
and renoval of the designation of the byways. Factors the departnent
may take into consideration, but is not limted by, are: (a) Scenic
quality of the byway; (b) natural aspects, such as geological
formations, water bodies, vegetation, and wldlife; (c) historic
el enents; (d) cultural features such as crafts, nusic, custons, or
traditions of a distinct group of people; (e) archaeol ogi cal features;
(1) recreational activities; (9) r oadway safety i ncl udi ng
accommodations for bicycle and pedestrian travel, tour buses, and
autonobiles; and (h) scenic byway and |ocal and regional byway
managenent pl ans.

(2) Any person may nom nate a roadway, path, or trail for inclusion
in the scenic byway program The departnent shall assess nom nations
in accordance with the criteria devel oped under subsection (1) of this
section. The departnent shall submt its recommendations for scenic
byway and | ocal and regi onal byway designations to the comm ssion for
its approval and official designation of the roadway, path, or trail as
a scenic byway or a local and regional byway. All decisions nmade by
the comm ssion relating to scenic byway and |ocal and regi onal byway
desi gnations are final

(3) Once the comm ssion has designated a roadway as a sceni ¢ byway,
the departnment may submt an individual nom nation to the Federa
H ghway Adm nistration for its consideration of whether the roadway
qualifies to be designated as a national scenic byway or an all-
Aneri can roadway.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 47.39 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall devel op a scenic byway nmanagenent plan for a
state hi ghway nom nated to be part of the scenic byway program Local,
regional, or other governnental bodies shall develop a scenic byway
managenent plan for nom nated scenic byways that are under their
jurisdiction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 47.39 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The commi ssion may renove the designation of a byway if the
byway no |onger possesses the intrinsic qualities nor neets the
criteria that supported its designation

(2) The departnent shall determ ne whether a roadway desi gnated as
a national scenic or all-Anerican roadway i s being properly maintained
in accordance with the roadway s byway managenent plan, including
preserving the intrinsic qualities that originally supported the
desi gnati on. Wen the departnent determnes that the intrinsic
qualities of a national scenic byway or all-Anmerican roadway have not
been maintai ned sufficiently to retain its designation, the departnent
shall notify the party responsible for maintaining the designation of
the finding and allow the party an opportunity, wunder federal
regul ations, for corrective action before formal renoval of the
desi gnation of the roadway.

~-- END ---
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